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92 Reviews of Books 

Li Hung Chang. By J. O. P. Bland. [Makers of the Nineteenth 
Century.] (London: Constable and Company; New York: 
Henry Holt and Company. Pp. vii, 327. $2.00.) 

In this book Mr. Bland has written the latest but certainly not the 
last word on the life of the statesman whom he appraises " a maker of 
the nineteenth century in China to a greater degree than any of his 
contemporaries". From a pen which has such a record as has Mr. 
Bland's, dealing with a figure which had for so long a time and so con- 
spicuously held the political stage as Li, much may rightfully be ex- 
pected. The present volume disappoints. It has the flavor of a " made- 
to-order " : it lacks the originality and the brilliant style of China under 
the Empress Dowager, it has not the free-hand strokes of Recent Events 
and Present Policies, and it is without the intimate and poignant interest 
of the Annals and Memoirs of the Court of Peking. 

At the outset Mr. Bland gives an account of materials and at the 
conclusion a bibliographical note. The sources upon which he has relied 
are indicated in the summarizing sentence, " Our present study . . . must, 
therefore, be based more upon the recorded opinions of independent and 
competent European observers than upon the evidence of Chinese official 
records or Li's own posthumous papers" (p. 35). After paying his 
respects to the fraudulent " Memoirs of Li Hung-chang ", % and pointing 
out that " few if any of the sentiments therein ascribed to Li Hung 
Chang were ever actually recorded by him", Mr. Bland nevertheless 
finds it convenient again and again to quote at length from this fabrica- 
tion, whose nearest approach to authenticity he finds in the possibility 
that the American manufacturer had the assistance of the minds of 
" Young China ". 

Among chapters on the period, the early and home life, the official 
life, the diplomatic life, the career as naval and military administrator, 
and as statesman and politician, chapters IV. and V., on Li as Diplomat, 
form the piece de resistance of the book. 

The arrangement, topical rather than chronological, necessitates some 
amount of repetition, but this neither warrants nor excuses the excess 
thereof. It was a necessary part of the biographer's task to give the 
reader clearly to understand that Li Hung Chang, while serving his 
sovereign and his country, was also serving himself, but once the fact 
had been pointed out, it might have been left to the evidence to do the 
emphasizing. Mr. Bland has never been at a loss for words in express- 
ing his opinion of the Chinese official system and its personnel; he is 
still in his best literary form when characterizing "the blear-eyed in- 
eptitude of fossilized Mandarins ". In comparison, and by reason of his 
positive qualities and achievements, Li is made to stand forth as a really 
great Chinese. 

1 Not without confusion, for on one page he speaks of its " carefully anony- 
mous editor " and on the next page uses the " editor's " name. Mr. W. F. Man- 
nix's name appears on the title-page of the first edition of the " Memoirs ". 



Laffan: Guardians of the Gate 93 

Of the book as a whole,- it may be said that expressions of opinion 
overtop the narrative. Nevertheless, the book has its very useful chap- 
ters, it sheds light on a variety of hitherto obscure points, and from the 
author's long familiarity with China's conditions and study of her prob- 
lems there come occasional flashes of incisive judgment and illuminating 
exposition. 

He [Li] had all the Oriental's contempt for those who demonstrate 
with force and are reluctant or afraid to use it [p. 216]. Viewed as a 
whole, Li's record as a statesman and domestic politician is distinguished 
from that of his most celebrated colleagues ... by his steady perception 
of the fact that change was inevitable and that the path of wisdom lay 
in making timely preparations to meet it; also, in that he realized that 
the materials available for making such preparations were few and in- 
adequate [p. 275]. With all his acuteness, he never appears to have 
realized that the weakness of the state was not a matter of mechanics, 
but of morals; that no military or financial reorganization could ever be 
effectively carried out without the inculcation of a keen sense of duty 
and public spirit in the official hierarchy [p. 293]. But, when all is said 
and done, he was the best and bravest steersman in the Empire, and for 
thirty years kept the ship in commission under the Dragon flag [p. 312]. 

Stanley K. Hornbeck. 

The Guardians of the Gate: Historical Lectures on the Serbs. By 
R. G. D. Laffan, C.F., Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge. 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1918. Pp. 299. 5 sh.) 
Before the outbreak of the Great War there was some excuse for 
ignorance upon the part of intelligent Americans about things Serbian 
because there existed few books in English upon the subject. During 
the past two years there have appeared the admirable works of Taylor, 
Savic, and Temperley, and to these must now be added this excellent 
book of Laffan. Written by an Englishman who was officially attached 
to the Serbian army, it evidences a deep sympathy and affection for the 
Serbian people and a sincere belief in the justice of their aspiration for 
the unity and independence of the South Slavs. But it everywhere 
shows a scholarly desire to discover the views of Serbia's enemies and 
a fine restraint from condemning anything except on what amounts to 
practically positive proof. It is not a polemic, not even a plea for the 
Serbian cause. It was written to give enlightenment to English-speak- 
ing peoples about a race of whom they had hitherto heard only from 
unfriendly sources, from German and Magyar writers. Mr. Laffan not 
only gives enlightenment but he carries conviction, and the impartial 
reader closes the book persuaded by the array of facts and reasons that 
justice is with the Serbs. Intelligent perusal of the book is helped by 
the three maps which are inserted, and the reader who is interested in 
continuing the study of the Serbs will be assisted by the discriminating 
bibliography which accompanies the book. 



